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This project was developed
with the financial assistance
of the European Regional
Development Fund and
administered by Bord Failte
and East Coast and Midlands
Tourism. It was supported by

"."'.

Meath County Council and
Kells Urban District Council.

Opening Hours

May - Sept: Mon - Sat 10:00am - 5:30pm
Sun & Bank Holidays 2:00pm = 6:00pm

_ |
Oct - Apr:  Mon - Sat 10:00am - 5:00pm
Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays e
Last admission 45 mins prior to closing. 1

HERITAGE CENTRE

.

With permission of the Trustees of Trinity College Dublin

Admission Prices
Adult: €4 OAP/Student/Child: €3
Group: 10+ €2.20 each
Family: (2 adults & 4 children ul5) €12

® Guided Tours available by prior arrangement

® The Centre is fully accessible to wheelchair users
The Exhibition/‘comprises one of the foremost

faesimile‘copies of the Book of Kells, gifted to Kells . . :

by Trinity College, anumber of fine replica artifacts For further information or group bookings;

from Monastic times, and the Famous Scriptural please contact:

Market Cross of Kells, all explained by a short The Manager, Kells Heritage Centre

Audio/Visual presentation of Manastic Ireland. An The Courthouse, Headfort Place, Kells, Co. Meath

explanatory DVD accompanying the Book of Kells Telephone: +353 (0) 46 9247840

allows visitors to view:each page at their leisure. Fax: +353 (0) 46 9247684 Wne VQ//
A wonderful scaled model-of the Monastic Site as it E-mail: kellsheritagecentre@eircom.net y <
was in‘early medieval times completes the Exhibition. Website: www.meathtourism.ie @




Kells Heritage Centre

Kells Heritage Centre

is a vibrant visitor
attraction located in the
Heritage Town of Kells.
Housed in the beautifully
restored Courthouse are a
multi-media exhibition,
gift shop, coffee shop and
Kells Tourist Information
Centre.

Book of Kells

The Book of Kells is the most decorated illuminated
manuscript to survive from the early medieval period
in Europe. Most scholars agree that it was created by
Columban monks on the remote island of Iona off
the west coast of Scotland in the monastery founded
by St. Columba (or Colum Cille) in the 560's. It is not
known exactly when the book was transferred to
Kells. The reputation of the Book of Kells rests on the
profusion of its decoration, and the complexity with
which the decoration is integrated with the text.

kells heritage trail
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Kells Heritage Centre ‘ Conus PiS®
The renowned Irish architect Francis Johnston designed
this Courthouse. It was built in 1801. The Market Cross
is located in front of the Heritage Centre

T Roman Catholic
Church

Market Cross NAVAN / DUBLIN (N3)

The Market Cross is a 9th century high cross that
would have been originally been located at the gate
of the Kells Monastery. It is now located outside the
Heritage Centre.

8 St Colum Cille’s House
St Colum Cille’s House probably dates from the early 10th
century and is characteristic of an oratory from that period.

St John's Cemetery Access by permission only.

St John's Cemetery within the ruins of the Kells
Priory of the Hospitaller’s of St John, an order
founded in Italy in 1113.

?» Fair Green
In the early 19th century the Fair Green was designated as the
new venue for Kells town fairs, which had previously been

held four times a year in the streets of Kells.

Kells Town Hall T Presbyterian

William Caldebeck originally designed Kells Church .

Town Hall as a bank in 1853. It became the 8 Splre of Lond

Town Hall in 1974. The first Earl of Bective erected the Spire of Lloyd, a mock
lighthouse, in 1791, in memory of his father Sir Thomas Taylor.

St Columba’s Church The architect was Henry Baker.

and Grounds ® Round Tower

St Coll_,m_1ba s_Church L] (BT HOTEIS old The Round Tower is located in the grounds of St Columba’s

icledosieielehsienzaeicl Railway Church and was built in the 10th century.

Kells. Station
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St. Colum Cille's
House

Churchyard Wall

The churchyard wall marks the boundary of the original
monastery. It was restored in the early 18th century and again
in the 1990's.

i Old Primary Schools
Catherine Dempsey bequeathed her fortune for the education
and clothing of the poor children of Kells. Two primary
schools were constructed in 1840 as a result of her generosity.
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